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a fruitless campaign against the growing power of
Servia, but neither at home nor abroad was his leader-
ship successful Powerful nobles began to declare
themselves independent, and the restored Bulgarian
Empire might have crumbled to pieces had not young-
John Asen driven him from the throne. With the
accession of that monarch in 1218 the glories of Bul-
garia were revived. Just as the first Bulgarian
Empire reached its zenith under Simeon, so the
second culminated under John Asen II.

Of all the Bulgarian Czars John Asen II. is the
pleasantest figure. A great ruler in the best sense of
the word, he has left behind him a name undefiled by
the barbarities of which so many of his most powerful
predecessors were guilty. A contemporary wrote of
him that he had u neither drawn his sword against his
own countrymen, nor disgraced himself by the murder
of Greeks. So not only the Bulgarians, but Greeks
and other nations loved him/' He seldom engaged
in war, and the generation during which he sat on the
throne witnessed a great development of trade, the
independence of the Church, and the erection of fine
and costly buildings. Under him Bulgaria, as the
first state of the Balkan Peninsula, was one of the
great Powers of Europe, and he nearly accomplished
the dream of his race, and united the crown of the
Caesars to that of the Czars.

His Empire reached the Black Sea, the -,-Egean, and
the Adriatic. Bulgaria proper, a part of Servia, in-
cluding Belgrade, all Macedonia, all Albania as far as
Durazzo, obeyed his commands. He routed and cap-
tured Theodore, the despot of Epirus, and reduced